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Sponsor:   National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Program:   NIH Director's Early Independence Awards (DP5) 
Internal Deadline:  Wednesday, December 14, 2011 
Sponsor Deadlines:   December 30, 2011 Letter of Intent Due (will be submitted on 12/23 due to campus closure)  
           January 30, 2012 Application Due  
 
Award Amount:  Up to $250,000 direct costs per year, plus Facilities and Administrative costs 
Duration:   Up to 5 years  
 
This is a limited submission opportunity that requires internal review; please see internal review instructions on page 4. 
 
Award Description: Supports exceptional investigators who wish to pursue independent research directly after 
completion of their terminal doctoral/research degree or clinical residency, thereby foregoing the traditional post-
doctoral training period. Recent trends have demonstrated an increase in the length of the traditional scientific 
training period with a concomitant increase in the time it takes for scientists to establish independent research 
careers.  Although traditional post-doctoral training is likely to be most appropriate for the large majority of newly 
graduated doctoral-level researchers, there is a small pool of young researchers who have the intellect, scientific 
creativity, drive and maturity to flourish independently without the need for traditional post -doctoral training.  
Reducing the amount of time they spend in training would provide them the opportunity to start highly innovative 
research programs as early in their careers as possible. The fresh perspective brought by these investigators should 
also help broaden and invigorate the research programs at their respective institutions.  
 
This Award also provide an opportunity for exceptional junior scientists, who have already established a record of 
innovation and research productivity, to have an accelerated entry into an independent research career. It is also 
an opportunity for research intensive institutions to invigorate their research departments by recruiting 
outstanding, early career scientists.  Exceptional graduate students or clinicians nearing the completion of their 
PhD (or equivalent) or for clinicians (MD or equivalent) the end of their medical residency may contact appropriate 
Institutional scientific leaders to seek an appointment as an independent research scientist (For a listing of eligible 
degrees for Early Independence Investigators, please refer to eligibility.  
 
Alternatively, Institutions may actively recruit eligible junior scientists to apply for support through this program. In 
either event, the Institution will be expected to provide substantial support for the junior scientist as detailed 
below. At the time of application, the Early Independence investigator must be within twelve months before or 
after the completion of their PhD (or equivalent) or for clinicians within twelve months before or after the 
completion of their medical residency (or equivalent) training. The date of degree receipt is that which appears on 
the official transcript for the degree. The time of application is the date when the application is submitted 
electronically to NIH through Grants.gov. In addition, at the time of application, the Early Independence 
investigator must not have served as a post-doctoral fellow following a previous doctoral degree for more than one 
year. By the end of the award period, the Early Independence investigator is expected to be competitive for 
continued funding of his/her research program and for a permanent research position.  
 
In the application, the prospective investigator and the prospective Grantee Institution will be required t o provide: 
 
Early Independence PD(s)/PI(s): 

 Statement of how an Early Independence Award would enable entry into an independent research position 
and why this would be of benefit to the PD(s)/PI(s) career;  

 Evidence of exceptional scientific creativity and productivity;  
 A research plan in a scientific area relevant to the NIH mission for which the investigator has demonstrated 

expertise;  
 Strong letters of recommendation from current and previous scientific mentors offering a detailed 

assessment of the prospects for a successful early transition to research independence; achievements as a 
graduate student; and the potential for future scientific contributions.  

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html
http://som.ucsd.edu/limited-submissions-awards-and-prizes
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Grantee Institution: 
 Plans for full integration of the Early Independence investigator into the scientific community at the 

institution and evidence that the institution and existing faculty are committed to his/her success;  
 Evidence that the proposed research project will complement existing scholarly  activities at the institution 

and will enhance the research capabilities of the institution;  
 Evidence that the Early Independence investigator will be appointed into an independent research position.  
 A detailed description of the laboratory space to be provided to the Early Independence investigator and 

the availability of research support staff;  
 A detailed description of the availability of the equipment, supplies and shared resources required by the 

Early Independence PD(s)/PI(s), and a plan for guaranteeing access to those resources;  
 Description of career enhancement opportunities available to the Early Independence PD(s)/PI(s), 

equivalent to those offered to assistant professors;  
 Evidence that the Early Independence PD(s)/PI(s) will  have the necessary Institutional commitment to 

conduct full-time, independent research, excepting the minimal clinical commitments required for clinician 
researchers and minimal, optional teaching commitments;  

 Description of opportunities for the Early Independence PD(s)/PI(s) to apply for additional research funding 
without being required to do so.  

 
The NIH recognizes a unique and compelling need to promote diversity in the biomedical, behavioral, clinical and 
social sciences research workforce. The NIH expects all of its efforts to diversify the workforce to lead to the 
recruitment of the most talented researchers from all groups; to improve the quality of the educational and 
training environment; to balance and broaden the perspective in setting research priorities; to improve the ability 
to recruit subjects from diverse backgrounds into clinical research protocols; and to improve the Nation's capacity 
to address and eliminate health disparities.  Grantee institutions are always encouraged to consider talented 
researchers from diverse backgrounds underrepresented in biomedical research, including underrepresented racial 
and ethnic groups, persons with disabilities and women for participation in all NIH-funded research opportunities. 
 
Please click below for information on other Sections as noted on the NIH website:  
Part 1. Overview Information 
Part 2. Full Text of the Announcement 
Section I. Funding Opportunity Description 
Section II. Award Information 
Section III. Eligibility Information 

Section IV. Application and Submission Information 
Section V. Application Review Information 
Section VI. Award Administration Information 
Section VII. Agency Contacts 
Section VIII. Other Information 

 
 
Eligible Individuals (Program Director(s)/Principal Investigator(s)): Any individual(s) with the skills, knowledge, and 
resources necessary to carry out the proposed research as the Program Director(s)/Principal Investigator(s) (PD(s)/PI(s)) 
is invited to work with his/her organization to develop an application for support. Individuals from underrepresented 
racial and ethnic groups as well as individuals with disabilities are always encouraged to apply for NIH support. 
 
At the time of application, the individual either 1) within the preceding twelve months must have received a terminal 
doctoral degree or completed medical residency or 2) within the following twelve months must complete all the 
requirements for a doctoral degree or complete a medical residency. The date of degree receipt is that which appears 
on the official transcript for the degree. The time of application is the date when the application is submitted 
electronically to NIH through Grants.gov. In addition, at the time of application, the PD(s)/PI(s) must not have served 
as a post-doctoral fellow following a previous doctoral degree for more than one year. 
 
At the time of funding to the grantee Institution, the Early Independence investigator must have received a PhD, MD, 
DO, DC, DDS, DVM, OD, DPM, ScD, EngD, Dr PH, DNSc, ND (Doctor of Naturopathy), PharmD, DSW, PsyD, or 
equivalent doctoral degree from an accredited domestic or foreign institution (it is the responsibility of the 
sponsoring institution to determine if a foreign doctoral degree is equivalent). Certification by an authorized official of 
the degree-granting institution that all degree requirements have been met is also acceptable. 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Part_1._Overview
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Part_2._Full
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Section_I._Funding
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Section_II._Award_1
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Section_III._Eligibility
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Section_IV._Application_1
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Section_V._Application
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Section_VI._Award
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Section_VII._Agency
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-11-007.html#_Section_VIII._Other
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A PD/PI is permitted only a single application for an Early Independence Award.     
 
NIH will not accept any application in response to this FOA that is essentially the same as one currently pending initial 
peer review unless the applicant withdraws the pending application. NIH will not accept any application that is 
essentially the same as one already reviewed.  
 
Review and Selection Criteria: Please refer to website for additional information.  

 
The NIH Director's Early Independence Awards are designed to accelerate the entry of exceptional junior investigators 
into positions of independent research by providing support within one year of receipt of the terminal research degree 
or completion of residency, thereby omitting the traditional post-doctoral training period. Accordingly, though all review 
criteria described below will be used, the emphases will be on the qualities of the investigator and on the environment 
provided by the host institution. Substantial preliminary data are not expected; rather, the approach should be made 
compelling primarily by the logic of the arguments presented. 

 
Funding Information:  
 

 Awards will be for up to $250,000 in direct costs per year, plus applicable Facilities and Administrative (F&A) 
costs. Duration is up to 5 years.  

 The NIH Common Fund intends to commit approximately $4,000,000 in FY 2012. Approximately 10 awards are 
anticipated, contingent upon availability of funds and receipt of a sufficient number of meritorious applications.  

 This FOA does not require cost sharing as defined in the NIH Grants Policy Statement. 

 All NIH awards are subject to the terms and conditions, cost principles, and other considerations described in 
the NIH Grants Policy Statement.  

 Pre-award costs are allowable only as described in the NIH Grants Policy Statement.  

 When multiple years are involved, awardees will be required to submit the Non-Competing Continuation Grant 
Progress Report (PHS 2590) annually and financial statements as required in the NIH Grants Policy Statement.  

 A final progress report, invention statement, and the expenditure data portion of the Federal Financial Report 
are required for closeout of an award, as described in the NIH Grants Policy Statement.  

 The Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 (Transparency Act), includes a requirement 
for awardees of Federal grants to report information about first-tier subawards and executive compensation 
under Federal assistance awards issued in FY2011 or later.  All awardees of applicable NIH grants and 
cooperative agreements are required to report to the Federal Subaward Reporting System (FSRS) available at 
www.fsrs.gov on all subawards over $25,000.  See the NIH Grants Policy Statement for additional information 
on this reporting requirement.   

 
Important Dates 

INTERNAL REVIEW DEADLINE  

Letter of Intent Due Date December 30, 2011  

Application Due Date(s) January 30, 2012, by 5:00 PM Pacific  

Scientific Merit Review  June 2012  

Advisory Council Review August 2012  

Earliest Start Date(s) September 1, 2012 

Expiration Date January 31, 2012  

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/url_redirect.htm?id=11126
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/url_redirect.htm?id=11143
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/url_redirect.htm?id=11160
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/url_redirect.htm?id=11160
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/url_redirect.htm?id=11161
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/url_redirect.htm?id=11170
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/url_redirect.htm?id=11171
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INTERNAL REVIEW INSTRUCTIONS:  
Required documentation:  

 Cover Page (1 page)  
o Complete contact information of PI: full name and current academic title with the university, 

departmental affiliation, phone number, email address 
o Number and title of this funding opportunity  
o Descriptive title of proposed research 
o Names of other key personnel 
o Participating Institutions 
o Internal due date 

 Proposal (maximum of 4 pages).  
o Address focus areas related to this opportunity (full details online) and include: 
 Goals and a statement of importance of the research 
 Specific aims 
 Method of procedure  
 1 additional page may be used for references  

 Biographical Sketch (maximum of 4 pages) including other support  
 

 COMBINE ALL DOCUMENTS LISTED ABOVE INTO ONE PDF and email to Elizabeth Schebel (eschebel@ucsd.edu) 
with a cc to Don Cleveland (dcleveland@ucsd.edu).  

 In the body of your submission email, include your full name and current academic title with the university, 
departmental affiliation, phone number and email address.  

 

 One letter of recommendation is required (maximum of 2 pages). This should come from current or previous 
mentor offering a detailed assessment of the prospects for a successful early transition to research 
independence, achievements as a graduate student; and the potential for future scientific contributions.  

 Please ask referee to confidentially submit their letter to eschebel@ucsd.edu in advance of the internal 
deadline with the title of this funding opportunity and your name included.   
 

UCSD will prescreen and select 2 applicants, as allowed by the foundation, to move forward with the process.  
 
If selected, applicant should be prepared to complete a full application as required in the stated NIH guidelines, as 
well as provide additional letters of reference. NIH requires a minimum of 3 letters, maximum of 5 letters, for this 
opportunity.  
  

 
CONTACTS  
 
Internal Contact for Questions:  

Elizabeth Schebel  
Coordinator for Limited Submission Funding Opportunities  
UCSD Health Sciences | School of Medicine  
eschebel@ucsd.edu | 858-534-9192 
http://som.ucsd.edu/funding-opportunities  
 

 
Please see following page for a list of sponsor contacts.  
 
 
 

mailto:eschebel@ucsd.edu
mailto:dcleveland@ucsd.edu
mailto:eschebel@ucsd.edu
mailto:eschebel@ucsd.edu
http://som.ucsd.edu/funding-opportunities
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Sponsor Contacts:  
 

NIH encourages inquiries concerning this funding opportunity and welcomes the opportunity to answer 
questions from potential applicants.  

 
Application Submission Contacts 

Grants.gov Customer Support (Questions regarding Grants.gov registration and submission, downloading or 
navigating forms) 
Contact Center Phone: 800-518-4726  
Email: support@grants.gov  
 
GrantsInfo (Questions regarding application instructions and process, finding NIH grant resources)  
Telephone 301-435-0714 
TTY 301-451-5936 
Email: GrantsInfo@nih.gov 
 
eRA Commons Help Desk(Questions regarding eRA Commons registration, tracking application status, post 
submission issues) 
Phone: 301-402-7469 or 866-504-9552 (Toll Free) 
TTY: 301-451-5939 
Email: commons@od.nih.gov  

 
Scientific/Research Contact(s) 

Ravi Basavappa, , Ph.D.  
Office of Strategic Coordination 
Office of the Director, NIH  
1 Center Drive, MSC 0189  
Building 1, Room 203  
Bethesda, MD 20892-0189  
Telephone: 301-594-8190 
Email: earlyindependence@mail.nih.gov 

 
Peer Review Contact(s) 

Weijia Ni, Ph.D. 
Center for Scientific Review (CSR) 
Telephone: (301) 237-9918 
Email: weijia.ni@nih.gov 

 
Financial/Grants Management Contact(s) 

Mary E. Greenwood 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR) 
Telephone: 301- 594-4808 
Email: md74u@nih.gov 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/url_redirect.htm?id=11162
mailto:support@grants.gov
mailto:GrantsInfo@nih.gov
mailto:commons@od.nih.gov
mailto:earlyindependence@mail.nih.gov
mailto:niw@csr.nih.gov
mailto:md74u@nih.gov

